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The Brazilian market for new and semi-new 
vehicles shrank by 1 million units last year. A 

study conducted by Autodata news agency, based on 
Fenabrave license registration data of new passenger 
and light commercial vehicles, trucks, and buses 
chassis, and used vehicles, indicates that, in 2015, 
Brazilians acquired 12.9 million vehicles, when 
compared to 13.9 million units in 2014.

The volume represented a drop of 7.2%, 

Result

Brazilian market lost  
1 million vehicles in 2015

André Barros | andreb@autodata.com.br

considerably smaller than the drop in sales of new 
vehicles, which registered a negative performance of 
26.6%. In addition to representing the biggest volume, 
sales of used models remained practically stable during 
the period, with a slight reduction of 0.8%, representing 
10.3 million units.

The drop in the new vehicles market was 
driven by factors enumerated by the president 
of Fenabrave, Alarico Assumpção Júnior: lack of 
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consumer confidence, unstable economy, and higher 
unemployment.

A good amount of customers migrated into the 
used vehicles segment, especially the semi-new, where 
there are good offers of models that are still under 
warranty for prices that are similar to their equivalent 
brand-new version, albeit equipped with fewer 
features.

According to Fenauto, the association that 
represents independent distributors, sales of semi-new 
vehicles, ranging between zero and three years of age, 
registered a growth of 33% last year, jumping from 
3 million to 4 million units. This volume practically 
represents the difference in sales of brand-new vehicles, 
which dropped from 3.5 million to 2.6 million units.

The Brazilian market returned to the level 
registered in 2011, when the same number of new and 
used vehicles was sold, 12.9 million units. This was the 
last time this volume had remained below 13 million 
vehicles: in 2012, 13.2 million; in 2013, 13.6 million; 
and in 2014, 13.9 million units.

2015 - Similar to what happened in the new 
vehicles segment, the used vehicles market registered 
a drop in every category last year. Sales of passenger 
and light commercial vehicles registered a slight drop 
of 0.6%, representing approximately 10 million units, 
while truck sales registered a drop of 3.4%, resulting 
in a volume of 329.3 thousand units, and bus chassis 
license registrations totaled 42.5 thousand units, a drop 
of 5.9%.

Result
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Volkswagen was the biggest exporter of vehicles 
from the Brazilian automotive sector in 2015, 

according to a study conducted by Autodata news 
agency, based on numbers divulged by the MDIC, 
Ministry of Development, Industry and Foreign Trade.

Closing the year in the 25th position of the 
overall ranking of exporters in the country, VW was 
the leader of the automotive sector with shipments 
valued at almost US$ 1.28 billion, representing an 
increase of 12.2% when compared to the previous 
year. As a result, the vehicle manufacturer closed with 
a 0.67% share of total Brazilian exports in 2015, up 
from 0.5% in 2014.

The vehicle manufacturer closed a number of 
new export deals in 2015, such as shipment of the 
Up! to many countries in South America, and engine 
blocks to Europe.

Foreign Trade

VW was the top vehicle 
exporter in Brazil in 2015

Marcos Rozen | rozen@autodata.com.br

Within the light vehicles segment, Ford closed 
the year in the second position, 29th in the overall 
ranking, with exports valued at US$ 1.56 billion, 
representing a drop of 10.5%. It was followed in the 
third place by FCA Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, 33rd in 
the overall ranking, with US$ 108 billion, representing 
a small drop of 2.8%.

The top three were followed by Toyota and 
General Motors, respectively occupying the 36th and 
37th position in the overall ranking. The Japanese-
origin vehicle manufacturer registered export 
revenues valued at US$ 919 million, an increase of 
2.5%, and U.S.-based GM exported US$ 901 million, a 
growth of 10.9%.

Imports - The analysis of the MDIC data 
indicates Toyota was the top importer in the country’s 
automotive sector in 2015.

Position Company Overall Ranking US$ FOB % change

1 VW 25 1 bi 280 mi 12,2% 

2 Ford 29 1 bi 056 mi -10,5%

3 FCA 33 1 bi 008 mi -2,8%

4 Toyota 36 919 mi 2,5%

5 GM 37 901 mi 10,9%

Export Ranking of Top Vehicle Manufacturers in Brazil in 2015
Source: Agência AutoData com dados do MDIC

mailto:rozen@autodata.com.br


5

01.11 to 01.15.2016

The vehicle manufacturer was the top 5th 
importer in the country in 2015, bringing the equivalent 
of US$ 1.922 billion from abroad, representing a drop of 
26.2% when compared to 2014.

Second in the list of biggest automotive sector 
importers last year, Ford, 11th in the overall ranking, 
imported US$ 1.564 billion, a drop of 33.8%. The third 
top importer was FCA, 12th in the overall ranking, 
with US$ 1.535 billion, an increase of 18%.

The top three are followed by Volkswagen, 
13th in the overall ranking, with US$ 1.484 billion, a 

drop of 29.2%, and General Motors do Brasil, 17th in 
the overall ranking, with US$ 1.145 billion in export 
revenues, representing a drop of 16.8%.

As a result, the same vehicle manufacturers that 
occupied the automotive sector top five exporters 
positions were also in the list of the top five importers, 
even though positions varied.

Overall, the top five exporters registered export 
revenues of approximately US$ 5.1 billion, when 
compared to US$ 7.6 billion in imports - an impressive 
deficit, therefore, of US$ 2.5 billion.

Position Company Overall Ranking US$ FOB % change

1 Toyota 5 1 bi 922 mi -26,2% 

2 Ford 11 1 bi 564 mi -33,8%

3 FCA 12 1 bi 535 mi 18%

4 VW 13 1 bi 484 mi -29,2%

5 GM 17 1 bi 145 mi -16,8%

Import Ranking of Top Vehicle Manufacturers in Brazil in 2015
Source: Agência AutoData com dados do MDIC

Foreign Trade
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Market

Vehicles equipped with 1-liter 
engines lose market share for 
the sixth year in a row

Marcos Rozen | rozen@autodata.com.br

The share of vehicles equipped with 1-liter engines 
in the Brazilian domestic market in 2015 dropped 

for the sixth year in a row, reaching the lowest level 
registered during the past 22 years: 33.8% of total 
sales, a ratio that was comparable only to 1993, 
26.7%, when sales of this type of vehicle - known as 
Popular - in Brazil were in their early stage, which 
began with the Fiat Uno Mille, in 1990.

In 1994, this segment registered a market share 
of 39.7%.

According to Anfavea figures, the drop in sales 
of these vehicles in 2015 was the biggest in the 
automotive market: -29%, well above the average of 
-24%. Overall, 717 thousand units were sold last year, 
compared to 1 million units sold the year before.

Sales of vehicles equipped with engines ranging 
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between 1-liter and 2-liter in size registered a much 
smaller drop, 20.9%, from 1.714 million to 1.355 
million units in 2015. Sales of vehicles equipped with 
engines above 2-liter in size dropped 28.3%, from 70.6 
thousand units to 50.6 thousand units.

By the end of the first semester, sales had 
dropped one percentage point: in June, the ratio 
stood at 34.9%. In 2014, it was 36.1%, and in 2009, 
last time when the segment managed to gain market 
when compared to the previous year, it stood at 
50.3%. The best year was 2001, with practically 70% 
of sales.

The end of less expensive models equipped with 
these engines, such as the Fiat Mille, VW Gol G4, and, 
more recently, the Chevrolet Celta, contributed to the 

90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 15

4,3

11,1
15,5

26,7

39,7
42,5

49,2

54,8

60,1 60,4
64,5

69,8
65,9

61,0

54,8
52,4 53,6 51,8

48,5 50,3
47,2

41,6
38,4 36,3 36,1

33,8

Share of 1-liter sales of automobiles in Brazil since 1990 – In %
Source: Anfavea

current scenario - which was not offset with launches 
such as VW’s Up!, which is equipped exclusively with 
1-liter engines, also in the turbo version.

Since the entry level segment arrived at higher 
values, partially as a result of the obligatory inclusion 
of safety equipment and the end of the tax discounts, 
traditional consumers of 1-liter vehicles dropped into 
the semi-new segment or acquired models equipped 
with 1.4-liter or 1.5-liter engines, which offered small 
differences in monthly installment values. 

This occurred in addition to the recent adoption 
of new and advanced technologies in 1-liter engines, 
particularly engines with three cylinders, such as 
those produced by VW, Ford, Nissan, and Hyundai, for 
example, and a lower IPI tariff bracket.

Market
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Sales of hydrated ethanol totaled a record-breaking 
11 billion liters in 2015, representing an increase of 

39.2% when compared to the previous year. The figure 
was divulged by the national association of fuel and 
lubricants distributors, Sindicom.

According to the association’s press release, the 
result is due to the fact that “throughout the majority of 
the year, prices of hydrated ethanol had a favorable parity 
in relation to gasoline in the major producing states - São 
Paulo, Paraná, Minas Gerais, Goiás, Mato Grosso and 
Mato Grosso do Sul. As a result, the product became 
the preferred option for consumers when fueling their 
vehicles.”

The choice, naturally, is directly related to the flex 
fuel engine technology, present in practically the entire 
fleet of vehicles in the country - according to Anfavea, 
these vehicles accounted for 88.4% of the total volume 

Fuels

Ethanol sales break  
record in 2015

Autodata Newsdesk | redacaoad@autodata.com.br

of license registrations of passenger and light commercial 
vehicles in 2015, slightly above the 2014 ratio of 88.2%. 
During the past two years, this represents a volume of 5 
million vehicles.

Sales of gasoline dropped 8.6% compared to 
2014. Sindicom also calculated the total sales of gasoline 
and hydrated ethanol taking into account the energy 
equivalence of the products, and the result was a drop of 
1.7% when compared to 2014.

Sales of diesel oil registered a new drop, this time 
of 5%. Sindicom blamed lower activity in the industrial 
production and services sectors for the drop.

Sales of all types of fuels in Brazil in 2015 totaled 
slightly more than 101 billion liters, a drop of 3% when 
compared to the previous year. Sindicom members 
represent approximately 80% of the fuel and lubricants 
distribution in the country.
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A bill project that is currently in the Chamber of 
Deputies is intended to standardize the tires 

of models sold in the Brazilian market. Authored by 
Pompeo de Mattos, from the state of Rio Grande do 
Sul, PL 82/15 requires front, rear, and spare tires to 
have identical dimensions.

In an interview to the Chamber’s news agency, 
de Mattos said the industry has offered spare tires that 
are different from the other wheels and tires. “This 
procedure raises serious vehicle safety doubts. In case 
of emergency, the vehicle will be driven with a tire 
that is different from the others. It certainly causes 
losses to the consumer if he needs to replace a wheel 
or tire with the spare tire.”

When in effect, the bill would apply a fine to the 
vehicle manufacturer equivalent to 10% of the value 
of the vehicle and require the vehicle manufacturer 
to replace the spare tire for one with the same 
dimensions as the other wheels and tires in the 
vehicle, without any cost to the consumer.

According to Júnio Scarpa, director of virtual 
commerce at KD Pneus, the measure offers increased 
safety to the consumer. Carlos Molina, manager of the 
store, reported customers complaining about having 
to drive with a spare tire that is different than the other 
ones for many days.

“They drive like that because they are awaiting 

Legislation

Bill project intends to 
standardize spare tires 

Autodata Newsdesk | redacaoad@autodata.com.br

the arrival of the tires the acquired from us, since they 
are unable to find a few specific measures of tires for 
SUVs and high-end cars in regions such as the north 
and northeast of the country.”

In the previous term, the Chamber analyzed 
an identical bill, which ended up archived. The 
current bill still needs to be analyzed by a number 
of commissions, such as Consumer Defense, 
Economic, Industrial, and Commerce Development, 
Transportation and Motor Vehicles, and Constitution, 
Justice, and Citizenship. 
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Despite registering results last year that were 
below the expectation, Abraciclo conducted a 

small, upward, correction in its projections for 2016. 
According to a press release issued by the association 
on Thursday, 14, production of motorcycles this 
year should total 1,295,000 units, an increase of 
2.5%, that is, 15,000 units more than the number 
divulged slightly more than a month ago, during the 
association’s end-of-year press conference.

It is important to note that the volume produced 
in the Manaus free trade zone last year closed 
approximately 7000 units below the association’s 
expectations: instead of 1.27 million units, 
production totaled 1.263 million units. Therefore, 
the projection of a slight increase of 0.8% was 
modified to an increase of 2.5%. Abraciclo projected 
1.255 million motorcycles would be licensed during 
the year, but 2015 closed with 1.273 million units 
licensed - a rhythm that was partially driven by the 
new law in July that requires smaller motorcycles to 
be licensed.

Last year, 64.7 thousand of these two-wheeled 
vehicles were licensed, when compared to 17,000 
units in 2014. According to Abraciclo, many of them 
are two or three years old, but were license because of 
Law 13,145.

This year, the retail segment should close with 
sales of 1.28 million motorcycles, representing an 
additional 20,000 units when compared to December’s 
projection - but with a difference of 0.1 percentage 

Result

Abraciclo increases  
2016 projections

André Barros| andreb@autodata.com.br

points of growth, increasing from 0.4% to 0.5%.
Sales projections for the wholesale segment 

remained unchanged: 1.22 million units. However, 
since the result remained below the expectations of 
the association - a projection of 1.19 million units, 
when compared to 1.21 million units - the rate of 
growth increased from 0.8% to 2.5%.

Export projections were maintained and 
expected to total 75,000 units this year, representing 
an 8.5% increase when compared to the 69.1 
thousand units shipped abroad last year, which 
remained below the association’s projection of 73,000 
units, divulged at the end of 2015.

Ranking - Honda, once again, was the 
motorcycle sales leader last year, with sales of 984.7 
thousand units, representing 82.8% of the country’s 
market. Yamaha followed in the second position, 
with sales of 130.3 thousand units, representing a 
market share of 11%. With a 1.5% share of total sales, 
Suzuki closed the year in the third position, with 18.4 
thousand units.

The top three best-selling models belong 
to Honda: 192.3 thousand NXR 160 Bros, 140.8 
thousand Biz 125, and 95.3 thousand CG 150 Fan - 
Abraciclo registers sales of the different models of the 
CG 150 individually - which includes the Cargo, Fan, 
Start, and Titan models. In 2016, total sales of these 
models reached 292.7 thousand units, the market 
leaders, according to Fenabrave.
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Last year the automotive industry closed with 
negative numbers in Argentina. According to 

Adefa data, the local vehicle manufacturing industry 
association, production totaled 543.5 thousand units 
in the country, representing a drop of 12% compared 
to the 617.3 thousand units produced in 2014.

Exports, which totaled 245.7 thousand units, 
registered a more significant 31.3% drop when 
compared from 358 thousand units in 2014. Brazil 
is, by far, the country’s biggest customer, accounting 
for 76.3% of the total, followed by Mexico, with a 
5% share, and Australia and New Zealand, which, 
together, accounted for 4% of the total.

Shipments during the last month of the year 
were the worst in 2015, totaling 29 thousand vehicles, 
representing a significant drop of 62.3% when 
compared to the same month in 2014.

Wholesale sales, those registered to the 
dealers, closed 2015 practically the same, with sales 

Argentina: production and 
sales dropped 12% and 6%, 

respectively, in 2015.
Autodata Newsdesk with Tiempo Motor  | redacaoad@autodata.com.br

Mercosul

of 613,267 units, representing a 0.1% drop when 
compared to the 613,848 vehicles sold the year 
before.

In the retail segment, however, according to 
figures released by Acara, the association of vehicle 
distributors in Argentina, the drop was significantly 
higher: 643.7 thousand units in 2015 when compared 
to 687.1 thousand units in 2014.

Still according to Acara, Volkswagen was the 
leader in the Argentina’s market in 2015, with 116 
thousand of its vehicles licensed, representing an 
increase of 2.8%. It was followed by Ford, with 90 
thousand units, a drop of 2.2%, and Chevrolet, with 86 
thousand units, representing a growth of 3.5%.

The best selling model in Argentina last year was 
the Gol, with 30.7 thousand units, representing a drop 
of 11%, followed by the Classic, 28 thousand units, 
an increase of 12.8%, and the Palio, with only 6.3 
thousand units, flat.
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