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São Paulo – The Brazilian vehicle production registered the highest volume for the month 

since 2014, according to Anfavea on Monday, 6. There were 245.8 thousand units, 9.3% 

more than July of 2017, but 4.1% less than June.

According to its president Antonio Megale the weaker pace in comparison with the previous 

month is justified by the decrease in exports, especially in orders from the Argentine and 

Mexican markets. The two largest customers register a decrease in vehicle sales this year.

From January to July, 1 million 680 thousand cars, light commercials, trucks and bus chassis 

were produced, 13% growth over the first seven months of last year. Megale recalled that 

Brazilian vehicle production pace is approaching the average of the last ten years for the period 

- which, from January to July, stood at 1 million 768 thousand vehicles.

Production has best July since 2014
André Barros | andrebarros@autodata.com.br
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In July, the industry hired 546 employees, increasing the total workers to 132 thousand 

employees - 5.2 thousand jobs were generated in recent months. According to Megale there 

are no employees in the PSE, Employment Insurance Program, and currently 826 workers are in 

layoff.

The president of Anfavea said that the sector is still awaiting the release of the decree that 

will regulate Rota 2030, the industrial program dedicated to the automotive sector that was 

announced in early July. The expectation is that the regulations that will define the energy 

efficiency ratios and the requirements of safety items, among other pending issues, will be 

published until next week. 

“The thirty-day deadline expired yesterday [Sunday, 5], but there was no penalty for an 

eventual delay”.

According to Megale, there is no hurry: he would prefer that the decree be published without 

the need for changes, the opposite of when there was Inovar-Auto release, which required a 

series of adjustments in the following months and even years: “Our desire is that the decree of 

Rota 2030 be clear-cut”.

Argentina Agreement - The governments of Brazil and Argentina sat down to discuss the 

bilateral automotive trade agreement, which runs until 2020. The idea is to extend the flex 

system for another three years, postponing - once again - the free trade between the two 

markets.

According to the president of Anfavea, the current balance of Brazilian exports overcomes 

imports because the Brazilian market in recent years was depressed, unlike Argentina. But with 

the recent investments in Argentina and the acceleration of the Brazilian market itself, which 

coincides with a retreat from the Argentine, the tendency is for this balance to return to level 

again. 

Anyway the will of the Argentineans is to maintain the flex in 1,5 – in other words, for each 

dollar of an imported vehicle Brazil can export US$ 1,5. The Brazilian government believes, 

however, that there is room to extend this index without harming the trade between the two 

countries, a fact that has caused divergence in the discussions.
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São Paulo - Vehicle sales in July reached 

217 thousand 509 units, an increase 

of 17.7% compared to the same month of 

last year and 7.7% in the comparison with 

the previous month - it was the best sales 

month for the sector since December of 

2015, according to data released by Anfavea 

on Monday, 6. This year sales have totaled 

1 million 384 thousand 263 units, a 14.9% 

increase compared to the same period of last 

year.

President Antonio Megale said growth in the 

year is as the entity expects, even though it 

is currently above what was projected: “The 

growth in the accumulated of the year is a 

little higher than we expected for the year, 

but this is normal because the second half 

of last year was better than the first and 

this should maintain growth in the coming 

months”.

The average daily sales in the month was of 

9 thousand 887 units, a volume close to the 

10 thousand units that the sector registered 

until April, before the truck drivers’ strike: 

“Even with more working days than in recent 

months, sales in July confirm that the sector 

is in growth resumption “.

Megale also pointed out that the 9.3% 

growth in production, in July, compared 

to the same period last year, shows that 

August may be exciting: “August has 

(historically) been a month of good sales 

volume and the increase in the production 

shows that companies project a good sales 

period ahead because no one produces just 

to stock”.

Average daily sales reach 9.9 
thousand units in July
Caio Bednarski | caio@autodata.com.br

Anfavea figures
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Anfavea figures

São Paulo - Exports, which were increasing until June, experienced the impact of the 

economic problems in Argentina and Mexico last month, when 51 thousand 358 

vehicles were exported, a decrease of 21.7% compared to the same period last year, and 

20.9% related to the previous month, according to data released by Anfavea on Monday, 6. 

With this negative result, the sector exported 430 thousand 359 units in the year, a decrease 

of 2.8% compared to the period from January to July, reversing the growth trend of the first 

half.

Weak Argentina and Mexico  
make exports decrease
Caio Bednarski | caio@autodata.com.br

Disclosure
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According to president Antonio Megale, even with the decrease in the accumulated of the 

year it will be possible to match the number of sales to other countries of last year: “This 

drop was expected because the automakers already registered smaller orders. Even so our 

stability projection for the year is maintained”.

The president also spoke about the situation of the main commercial partners:

“Argentina and Mexico are having economic troubles and this reflects directly in the vehicles 

exports. The first one has already reduced its sales projections for the year, which reaches 

the number of orders that the automakers receive, while the second will hold a meeting with 

the United States next week to decide the future of NAFTA”.

Megale also said that the decline in exports reflects domestic vehicle production, as in 

recent years this area has benefited by the growth in sales to other countries: “Unfortunately 

this is a characteristic of our region, since it is rare that all countries be in a good economic 

moment at the same time. Therefore, it is normal that, as Brazil grows, an important partner 

lives a different moment. But our expectation is that Argentina and Mexico solve the 

economic problems as soon as possible and grow again”.

While the main partners are decreasing, Chile gains relevance in Brazilian exports: “Chilean 

monthly sales are growing and already represent two-thirds of what is sold in Argentina, 

which for Brazil is very important”.

Regarding the main export destinations, Argentina, even in decline, still represents 75% 

of the volume, followed by Mexico, 6% - but it was 12% once - Chile 6%, Uruguay 4% and 

Colombia 3%.



8

8.6 to 8.11.2018

Anfavea figures

São Paulo - The truck sales performance 

in Brazil, until July, has remained itself 

positive despite the strike of the truck drivers 

and their reflexes. In the accumulated of the 

year 38 thousand 661 units were registered, 

48.6% more than in the first seven months 

last year - although it is considered a small 

basis of comparison, the industry considers 

the volume important inside the recovery 

scenario. In this sense, the volume of 

registrations up to July was the best since 

2015, when the sector sold, from January to 

July, 43 thousand 885 units.

If the pace in maintained, sales of the truck 

segment should close the year in aligned 

with Anfavea’s growth projections, 24.47%, 

president Antonio Megale pointed out: “What 

will sustain the market will be the demands of 

agribusiness. The crop, once again, requires 

new trucks to drain production”.

The scenario is attractive to the heavy trucks, 

which have been pulling sales and exports in 

the last months. Even on a small basis the data 

comparison of the year accumulated show 

how the heavy trucks represent, today, the 

main segment of sales: they were 17 thousand 

91 units, 87.3% more than in the accumulated 

of the last year.

Mercedes-Benz continues to be the leader 

in the heavy trucks market: sales reached 4 

thousand 842 units until July, representing 

a 91.2% increase compared to 2017. Volvo 

comes next with 4 thousand 882 units sold, a 

growth of 87,6%, followed by Scania, which 

recently has launched in the new generation 

of cabins in Brazil with 4 thousand 134 units 

and a growth of 76.4%.

With the freight table, an issue that is under 

discussion in the STF (Supreme Federal 

Court), some companies that operate 

in Brazil started to consider own fleet 

formation, which can cause purchases of 

new trucks. Anfavea, however, expects that 

sales warming will happen through the 

development of big infrastructure works: “It 

is too soon to project a sales increase due to 

the tabulation: we will have to wait for the 

STF’s decision”.

Truck sales return to level 2015
Bruno de Oliveira | bruno@autodata.com.br

mailto:bruno@autodata.com.br
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São Paulo - The bus manufacturers indicate 

the heating in the freight market as 

responsible for the positive results obtained by 

the sector until July. According to Luiz Carlos 

Gomes de Moraes, vice president of Anfavea, the 

industry started hiring again this year and the 

acenario resulted in the purchase of new units:

“It was not a trend observed only in Brazil, but in 

Latin America as well, which has caused more 

buses to be produced and sold than last year”.

Until July, 7 thousand 417 units were sold in 

Brazil, representing a 20,8% growth over the sold 

volume in the first seven months of last year. In 

the monthly evolution regarding registrations, 

more than the double of the volume registered 

in June was sold in July: 1 thousand 844 units 

against 909 units.

For the year, the industry expects sales to 

grow by 7.5% until December, which means 

something around 12.5 thousand registrations.

Freight heats bus market
Bruno de Oliveira | bruno@autodata.com.br
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Anfavea figures

São Paulo – By selling, in July, 4 thousand 457 agricultural and highway construction 

machinery the Brazilian manufacturers were (finally) able to reverse first half of the year 

declining curve and resume growth. According to data released by Anfavea on Monday, 6, 

sales increased 2.4% from January to July compared to the same period in 2017, totaling 24 

thousand 627 units.

 “It has been said for months that the sales curve of the sector would change and now it has 

changed”, said Antonio Megale, president of Anfavea, in a news conference. “Our projection is 

a 7% growth in domestic sales”.

Machinery market reverses 
declining curve and grows again
André Barros | andrebarros@autodata.com.br
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The volume sold in July represents a 27.7% increase over the same month of 2017, but a 

decrease of 3.5% compared to June. Nothing, however, that changes the optimistic expectation 

of the industry for the year. Alfredo Miguel Neto, vice president of the entity and spokesman 

for the agricultural machinery sector, recalled that the Brazilian crop, large and profitable, 

makes the industry project good sales in the future:

“There’s lack of investment in infrastructure. Even with this weak structure we were able to get 

good results, imagine with better roads “.

The production of agricultural and highway construction machinery reached 33.6 thousand 

units from January to July, an increase of 1.1% over the first seven months of 2017. Last month, 

6.7 thousand units left the assembly lines, increase of 23, 8% over the same month of last year 

and 26.5% over June.

Exports grew 2% in the year, to 7,4 thousand units: in July, 1.2 thousand agricultural and 

highway construction machinery were shipped, 4.1% less than in July of last year and 13.7% 

more than in June.
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